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Regional disparities in economic development has become a worldwide economic 
and social issue. It is agreed that this phenomenon tends to be more outstanding in large 
countries regarding to larger geometrical scale and more varieties among the regions. 
Conversely it is not often noticed in small countries. Regional disparities in economic 
development in developing countries and that in developed countries have common 
charactristics while difference are also observed obviously.  Regional economic 
development disparities could widen the gaps among regions, enlarge the risks in the 
economic and society and then affect the overall social progress and economic 
development of the country. In economy, this phenomenon shows imbalances on the 
distribution of productive forces, irrational element configuration and flow, thus 
affecting national economic level and reducing its‟ power and voice in the world. 
Moreover, it is likely to lead to political consequences, intensifying the interregional 
conflicts, triggering instability and social unrest across the whole country.  
Therefore, all countries in the world have been continuously seriously working on 
balancing regional economic development and narrowing the poverty gaps of social 
classes, improving the economy prosperity and sustain the peace of the society.  
As a developing country, with the largest population and most centralized political 
power among the about 200 countries in the world, the economy in modern China has 
been booming since the implementation of Reform and Open Policies initiated by 
Xiaoping Deng in 1978, who is officially considered as the chief architect of China‟s 
economic reforms and China‟s socialist modernization. Outstanding and rapid 
economic development are observed within the recent decades, and that benefits the 
world and undoubtedly mainly China greatly in many ways. However, a great number 
of issues have been emerging since 1978 to current days as it becomes the second 
largest economy body in the world, especially the gradually worsening and clearly 
noticed unbalanced development of regional economies. These issues may cause social 
conflicts inside China and possibilities of economy decline are undeniable, as the 















medium-developed class within the following few years, disparities between the 
regions may become the main economy and social issue in China.  
On the other hand, among those countries that accumulated excellent experience 
and lessons, Canada, is one of the best examples who has made significant 
achievements. As one of the developed countries in G7, G8, and G20 major economies, 
Canada had experienced similar issues observed in China nowadays.  
This study will focus on the regional economic disparities in China and Canada. 
Similarities and differences in regional economic development between these two 
countries will be analyzed, mainly based on regional economic development theory 
analysis. Comparative studies on the status of regional economic development, 
characteristics and evolution of regional economic development policy through China 
and Canada are carried out.  
This paper will be divided into six sections. Research background, significance 
and purpose, and research methods are firstly introduced. The second chapter states the 
history of regional economic development theory, evolution and new trends. In the 
third chapter, the status of regional economic development, characteristics, problems 
and the evolution of regional economic development policy in China are studied. 
Studies of similar topics on Canada are conducted in the fourth chapter. Comparatively 
analysis is reported in the fifth chapter. Conclusion and suggestion China policy 
making are provided in the sixth chapter. 
Undoubtedly, it is not that simple to copy the methods from other countries, 
resolve the problem, find and broaden the new ways for China. Still, lessons 
experienced are to be learned, practical ways are to be followed, and helpful policies 
could be customized to implement.  
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